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and pharmacy, of divination, of agriculture and arbori-
culture'. He favoured subjects of immediate practical
utility. His attitude is a lesson for us, teaching that tradition
is not to be employed as an obstacle to reform. When tradi*
tion becomes mechanical, its spirit is killed.

Though Confucius supported feudalism, Confucianism
was not damaged when " feudalism was destroyed. la
accordance with the spirit of the age, Confucius regarded
women as belonging to a subject race. The present emanci-
pation of women is not to be regarded as a violation of the
spirit of Confucius. Many other changes will have to
be made in a society which is not static. Readiness to change
is the mark of living organisms, while resistance to change is
a sign of decline. 'When he is born, man is soft and weak,
in death he becomes stiff and hard.'1 When we are alive
we are supple and soft. When we become hard, we are
courting death. 'It is only the very wisest and the very
stupidest who never change.'2 The Confucian code has
sufficient elasticity to accommodate itself to modern condi-
tions. Foot-binding and pigtails have disappeared and many
other superstitious practices will also go out,

THE NEED FOR SCIENCE

The Chinese have from the beginning been hospitable
to new ideas and changed in response to new demands.
They erected no barriers against foreigners, but opened
their heart and mind to them. They let themselves be
gripped and shaped by western science and technique.
Chinese education was devoted to the practical problem of
an ideal state of human society and not to the study of the
objective side of Nature. The literary tests which provided
the only channel to public honour and political office gave
to the Chinese people a predominantly theoretical bias.*

1.    Too Te Ching, LXXVI

2.    Analects* XVEL 3

3.    The four books which have been the basis of Chinese education and
the moulding power of Chinese character are:   The Great Learning, The
Doctrine of the Mean> Analects, and Mencius.   The six works which were